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1999-2008 Plays for Golden Grove Football Club

2000-2007 Major Trophy winner 

                   Including Best and Fairest 2001-2006

2002,2004-2006 NEMJFA representative

                   Including Best player for NEMJFA 2005

                   And Vice Captain 2006

2006           Grand Finalist

Nickname                  Olly

Favorite AFL side     Port Adelaide

Favorite player          Treddars or Chad Cornes

Favorite pastime        Anything Football or Cricket

Favorite moment        Several us making the Grand Final, Port winning the 2004 Flag

Forgettable moment   2007 AFL Grand Final

Oliver started his football playing career with Golden Grove as a five year old back in 1999 in the under 8’s. Even from those early games there were signs of things to come with his dogged determination and desire for the ball. Even in that first year the size of opponents never fazed him. I clearly remember seeing him show great initiative at full back leaving his man as the ball approached, meeting it and clearing it back to the centre on many occasions. Oliver is clearly one of those players that doesn’t look great on the training track but game day when there are points on the line he steps up several notches.
Football has always been his passion and along the way Oliver has clocked up some impressive achievements. They include six consecutive Best and Fairest awards, Best on ground for NEMJFA award and vice captain of the association side. He also made it through 300 boys at the SAPSASA State Trials to the final squad of 40 narrowly missing the side to represent the state. Oliver also represents Golden Grove at the Norwood Development Squad level. This is all an extraordinary achievement given that he is now playing above his age level in the Under 16’s against fully developed young men, and for those who know him know he looks like a strong wind would blow him over. His Dad says that he will be taller than him when he grows so given that he will be a very handy asset to any team.

I can recall that for Oliver’s 100th  game the comment was made that rarely do the club get to say that they got  “100 quality games” from a player. Well Oliver can be proud that he has now reached the 150 game milestone and almost without exception they have all been quality games built on a fierce determination and great pride for the Kookaburra jumper.

Well done, Oliver and I look forward to many more games not only in the juniors but a long career in the senior sides as well. 
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